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Objectives

This training is intended for new LEAs with no 
experience in writing a SWFP and a refresher 
to current LEAs who have not processed a 
new, revised, or modified SWFP recently.



Goals and function of a Solid Waste 
Facilities Permit

 The primary goal of a solid waste facilities permit 
is to ensure protection of the public health and 
safety and prevention of environmental damage. 
The long-term protection of the environment is 
the guiding criterion (Public Resources Code 
44012).



Statutory requirements for a SWFP

 Authorize the operation of the solid waste facility in 
accordance with California law and regulations (PRC 
44014 [b]). 

 Minimize overlap with other regulatory agencies (PRC 
43100 et. seq.). 

 Specify limitations, prohibitions, terms and conditions 
that the enforcement agency determines to be 
appropriate for the design and operation of a solid 
waste facility (PRC 44001, 44002 and 44004).

 Be consistent with the CEQA analysis for the project 
(PRC 44004, 27 CCR 21650). 



Practical requirements for writing a SWFP

 Be written to reasonably accommodate anticipated 
fluctuations to reflect at least a five-year plan of the 
facilities’ activities and operations, thus minimizing the 
need for frequent revisions. 

 Specify limitations and prohibitions based on: 
a) The LEA’s knowledge of past operating practices.
b) The LEA’s review of the facility design and operation.
c) Local enactments under the LEA’s authority and site 

specific conditions.



CalRecycle’s Permit Toolbox

The Permit Toolbox provides online tools and 
resources to provide guidance to local enforcement 
agencies (LEA), operators, applicants, and 
CalRecycle staff in obtaining, processing, and 
maintaining new and revised solid waste facility 
permits and completing other permit-related tasks 
and responsibilities.

http://www.calrecycle.ca.gov/SWFacilities/Permitt
ing/

http://www.calrecycle.ca.gov/LEA/Directory/
http://www.calrecycle.ca.gov/SWFacilities/Permitting/


Guidelines for Writing a Solid Waste 
Facilities Permit





Filling out the permit - Step 1

Name and Address of Facility



Filling out the permit - Step 2

Name and Mailing Address of Operator



Filling out the permit - Step 3

Name and Mailing Address of Land Owner



Filling out the permit - Step 4

Specifications



Filling out the permit - Step 5

Approval



Filling out the permit - Step 6

Local Enforcement Agency Name and Address



Filling out the permit - Step 7

Date Received by the CalRecycle



Filling out the permit - Step 8

CalRecycle Concurrence Date



Filling out the permit - Step 9

Permit Issued Date



Filling out the permit - Step 10

Permit Review Due Date



Filling out the permit - Step 11

Operator/Owner Transfer Date



Filling out the permit - Step 12

Legal Description of Facility



Filling out the permit - Step 13

Findings



Filling out the permit - Step 14

Prohibitions



Filling out the permit - Step 15

The following documents describe and/or 
restrict the operation of this facility



Filling out the permit - Step 16

Self-Monitoring  



Filling out the permit  
Step 16 Continued



Filling out the permit - Step 17

 LEA Conditions



Enforceable Permit Conditions and 
Findings

 All limits or conditions should be within the LEA’s 
authority

 Mitigation measures that are adopted as part of the CEQA 
analysis are often included in the LEA conditions. The LEA 
should only include those mitigation measures that it has 
the authority to enforce under the PRC, 14 CCR and 27 
CCR.

 Proposed limits or conditions that may overlap with the 
Regional Water Quality Control Board or local air district 
limits should be established only after coordinating with 
the appropriate agency and operator and before the 
proposed limits are included in the permit, pursuant to 27 
CCR 20005 and 20030 and PRC 43101 et seq. 



Unenforceable Permit Conditions & Findings

 This permit is subject to review by the LEA and may be 
suspended, revoked, or revised at any time for sufficient 
cause.   

Change to: This permit is subject to review by the EA 
and may be temporarily suspended or revoked at any time 
by the EA for sufficient cause, in accordance with Division 
30 of the Public Resource Code, Part 4, Chapter 4, Article 2, 
Sections 44305 et seq and associated regulations.

 The fencing of the facility shall be in accordance with the 
provisions of the EIS/EIR and CUP.

Changed to:  The fencing of the facility shall be in 
accordance as described in the RFI. 



Unenforceable Permit Conditions & 
Findings (continued)

 The operator shall pay all tonnage and applicable fees to the LEA as required 
by the county ordinance and fee resolution.  Exclude from proposed permit.  
Cannot reference or enforce county ordinance outside authority. 

 All vehicles shall be maintained in good operating condition.  Exclude from 
proposed permit, outside the regulatory authority of LEA.

 Prior to commencing operation of this facility, the operator shall have 
complied with all Agencies requirements, including, but not limited to the 
local fire department, APCD, and RWQCB. Exclude from proposed permit 
outside the scope of LEA’s authority)

 Facility must comply with EHD conditions of approval of Use Permit 12-000-
11.  Outside the scope of LEA’s authority.  LEA could use a condition from the 
Use Permit only if it pertains to Title 14/27 and the condition reflects back 
to the RFI or describes the condition without reference to the CUP.)



Unenforceable Permit Conditions &
Findings (continued)

 Noise levels at the property boundaries shall be in conformance with 
the City Noise Ordinance No. 156.363, which states that the maximum 
permissible noise level for an M3-2 Zone is 70 decibels. Approved 
hearing protection shall be provided for employees and visitors, if 
necessary. Exclude from proposed permit, outside the regulatory 
authority of LEA.

 The operator shall submit all copies of correspondence between the 
landfill and other regulatory agencies to the LEA.     

Change to:  The operator shall maintain records available for   
inspection by the enforcement agency and CalRecycle. 



Questions? 
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